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The rolling-stock is quite in keeping with this diminutive
railway. The tiny engines have driving-wheels 24 inches
in diameter, while the cylinders have a diameter of 12
inches and a stroke of lyf inches. Yet they can haul a
load of 100 tons at a speed of 25 miles an hour on the
level and at gj miles an hour on the steepest banks of r
in 50.
This appears to be a mere crawl in comparison with the
speeds with which we are familiar on the standard railways.
But when one recalls the manner in which this little "toy "
line has changed conditions of travel in a lonely corner
of the African continent, and the former rate of progress
possible by bullock-cart, even gj miles an hour appears
to be an amazing speed. Before the iron horse appeared
in German South-West Africa, to travel from Swakop-
mund to Omaruru, a mere 145 miles, was a heroic achieve-
ment, entailing a laborious slow tramp through lonely
sterile wastes of boulders and scrub. A pace of 7 or 10
miles a day was considered fast travelling, and one who
covered the journey in a fortnight was considered to have
driven hard. To-day the same distance can be reeled off
in about 12 hours.